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STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND 

 

This Statement of Common Ground has been prepared and agreed by (1) National 
Highways Limited and (2) Anglian Water Services Limited  

 

 

 

 

Signed… ……. 

Phil Davie 

Project Director 

on behalf of National Highways   

Date: 29/06/2023 

 

 

 

 

Signed…

Tessa Saunders 

Spatial Planning Advisor 

on behalf of Anglian Water Services Limited 

Date: 29/06/2023  
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For the submission of the Statement of Common Ground for Deadline 6, between 
National Highways and Anglian Water Services Limited, updates have been made in 
the following sections of the document.  
 

Location Update made 

Record of Engagement Additional record added for engagement 
since the previous Deadline 6 update. 

Agreed issues One item (13) has been agreed since 
deadline 6 update. 

Issues under discussion Two items are still under discussion. No 
new topics have been added.  
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 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of this document 
1.1.1 SoCGs are a useful and established means of ensuring that the evidence at the 

DCO examination focuses on the material differences between the main parties, 
and so aim to help facilitate a more efficient examination process.  

1.1.2 The SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where 
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement 
has not (yet) been reached. SoCGs are an established means in the planning 
process of allowing all parties to identify and so focus on specific issues that 
may need to be addressed during the examination.   

1.1.3 The purpose of the SoCG is to set out agreed factual information about the 
proposed DCO application. It is intended that the SoCG should provide matters 
on which both parties agree. As well as identifying matters which are not in 
dispute, the SoCG may also identify areas where agreement has not been 
reached.  

1.1.4 It is envisaged that this SoCG will evolve during the examination phase of the 
DCO application.  

1.1.5 Any subsequent drafts will be agreed and issued, with the version numbers 
clearly recorded in the ‘Document Control’ table at the beginning of the document.  

1.1.6 This Statement of Common Ground ("SoCG") relates to an application made by 
National Highways Limited (“the Applicant”) to the Planning Inspectorate 
(“PINS”) under Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“PA 2008”) for the A12 
Chelmsford to A120 Widening Development Consent Order (“the DCO”). If 
made, the DCO would grant consent for the Applicant to undertake the A12 
Chelmsford to A120 Widening Scheme (“the Scheme”).   

1.1.7 A detailed description of the Scheme can be found in the ES Chapter 2 "The 
Proposed Scheme" [6.1 Environmental Statement - Chapter 2 The proposed 
scheme (planninginspectorate.gov.uk)]. 

1.1.8 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere 
within the Application documents. All documents are available in the deposit 
locations and/or the Planning Inspectorate website: 

[A12 Chelmsford to A120 Widening Scheme | National Infrastructure Planning 
(planninginspectorate.gov.uk)] 

 

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground 
1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by (1) the Applicant and (2) Anglian Water 

Services Limited ("Anglian Water"). 

1.2.2 The Applicant became the Government-owned Strategic Highways Company 
on 1 April 2015. It is the highway authority in England for the strategic road 
network and has the necessary powers and duties to operate, manage, 
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2.2 Terminology 
2.2.1 In the tables in the Issues chapter of this SoCG 

 “Agreed” indicates where the issue has been resolved; 

 “Under discussion” indicates area(s) of current disagreement where 
resolution remains possible, and where the parties will continue to discuss 
the issue(s) to seek to reach agreement by the end of the examination; 
and 

 “Not Agreed” indicates a final position for area(s) of disagreement where 
the resolution of divergent positions will not be possible, and parties agree 
on this point. 

2.2.2 It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues chapter 
of this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to Anglian Water Services, 
and therefore have not been the subject of any discussion between the parties.  
As such, those matters can be read as agreed, only to the extent that they are 
either not of material interest or relevance to Anglian Water Services. 

 

 

 
























